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ATGHANIBTAN
1. Priscipal conclusions of cvurrent NIE on Aighanist;g {1
Oatober) are:

- A. Aghapisten is strategically imporiast as a buffer state
separating USSE from Pakistan sud Isdia. Its exposed
pomition, silitary weaskness and growiag economic reliance
on the USSR make it highly vulmerable to Sovist pressures.

8. Seviet attentions to Afghasistan--particulsrly through
scoponic and technical assistances--have increased aarkedly
ia the last yesr apd will probably continue to grow
substantially. Saviet sctions are prodably part of »
gosaral affort to counter Weaters gsins elsewhere in the
Riddle-Rast-Bouth Asia aves.

C. ¥aile Afghan lesders will sesk pdditiomal Westerns aid to
counterdalance that from USSR, they will probably continue
te accept Soviet trade offers and in doing so may misjudge

thoir akility to curb related Bovist political spd
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subversive activity. The resultant Soviet sconouie
penetration way well resuit is & gradual drift of
Afghanistan toward the Sovist Grkit.

P. Ecwever, the UABR is salikely to gsis actesl costrol of

Atghasistan, nt lesst within mext fow years. The imflux

of Beviet techsiciams grestly enhances Boviet subversive

capabilitios, but the now :guauu pro-Communist slewents
in Mghanistap will probably remsin too weak for the |
foresessdle future to overthrow the mm The USSR ie
ualikely to take ever Afghapistan by force mince such
action wosld offer few if any strategic sdvantsges and
would cause anti-Soviet resctioms, particularly in the
Arad-Asise blec, which the g8SR would wisk to aveld.

E. Actual Afghan participatios in ares defense arrangenenis
is uvalikely, sizce Afghsns alumost cortainly :ﬁuu that
this would::

(1) Subject them to strong Soviet pressurs, snd
(3) Provide po reslistic protection sgsisst Soviet attack.
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7. Despite some discuasion of Afghap-Pakistas confederation,
iaternal complications tc B§ avercome and Boviet and
Isdian oppomition ulko‘a¢ta;1/nah$a!tnnaﬁ of merger

extremsly splikely. Prospects for solution of

Pushioonistan controversy resain poor.
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I1. Since NIR eompleted some additiomal reports on Soviet

sconomic ackivity and gmtntion reoceived. Dats still in-
comnplete as to actual extent ;M'. rapidity of economic pesetra-
tien but there is mome imdication that wore alarmist reports
#sy bo sxagerrated.
A. Osifirmed indioations of Seviet ecomnomic activity are:
1. szm of three oredit agresments of $3.5 million,
$600,000, and $2.1 millien--totsl $6.2 million--in iau.
2. Comstrustion of certain projecta specified inm credit
agresments--grain storage, flowr aill, bakery, gasc-
iios storage, and street paviag in Kabal.
3, Arrival of at least some Soviet techunicians during
1984, notgkly 25 observed arrividg by courier plan
through aid-October.
B. Still lsckiag are cenfirmation or corrobroative detail
regarding:
1. Prospects for felfillment:rssaiader:of sconomic asd

tochnical aid program.
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3. Prospects fulfillmsent indn agreomsnts under which

GASE would have 350-40 ﬁ:«wh o1 Afghan loreign trade.

8. m that UssS2 o :m;ﬁag #0 perceant of
Afghan's o1l belied by contimued supply from Yest
of 3-3 .;:uu mcurta_!. gallons, necessitating

#ise ia total comsumption stmt 1881 from about

2 million to 20 million gallons & year te justify

} } 0 percent figure.
b. Fulfiliment of ourrent trade agressents would
entail sapproximste quadruplisg of pre-19350 use of
Beviet products and of Mmg #ool, cotton, iaﬁ
hidos axports to USSR. Isdiecations of this umaveil-
aih.-
111, !ﬁm_ niE m}ttt& sone fluctuntion in Aimp«aﬁishn
relations has taken place:
A. Afghan mtﬂ Minister wimq lni;l m_ sgreed 1o nego-
‘tnu- outatanding ium without predetermined agenda--
1.9, without Pakistani commitment ito discuss Pushtoonistan,
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5. Pakistes has recalled Asbessador Skah from Eabul,
presumably to lay groundwork for colser understanding
with Afghanistan.

C. Nowever Ppine Hinister Daud on 28 JNovenber refterated
Afghas support of Pushtoouistsn cawse and densunced
merger of Weat Pakistan into single provimcial unit as
prejudicing Pushtoonistan talks,

1. This immttx an effort to counter stiesgthening of
Pakistan bargainisg position through surrender of
twe forser pro-Pushtoonistas tridal leaders to Pakistan
govermment . |

8. Despits Davd's antmt, prospects feor collaboration

still impreved.
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